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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of group I and species A in the reply filed on April 20, 2006, is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed 
errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

2. Claims 1-6, 16-19 and 21-26 are elected. Claims 7-8, 20 and 27 are withdrawn from 
consideration as non-elected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-6, 16-19 and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "to increase a surface area on which an adhesive is 
deposited" in lines 3-4. The term "increase" is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term "increase" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably 
apprised of the scope of the invention. The claim is silent regarding any other slider to which to 
compare the claimed slider in order to ascertain whether said surface area has been increased. 
Furthermore, the limitation "adhesive is deposited" is an intended use of the claimed slider. A 
person of ordinary skill in the art would not be able to determine how much surface area would 
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be covered by deposited adhesive by merely inspecting a slider; for example, a large quantity and 
a small quantity of adhesive might cover more and less surface area, though the sliders were 
identical. 

Independent claims 16 and 21 are similarly indefinite. 

Other elected claims are indefinite by virtue of dependency from indefinite claims. 

Double Patenting 

5. Applicant is advised that should claims 1, 2 and 7 be found allowable, claims 17, 18 and 
20, respectively will be objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim 
to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP 

§ 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Regarding the limitation, "to increase a surface area on which an adhesive is deposited" 
and other limitations involving adhesive: A recitation of the intended use of the claimed 
invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in 
order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure 
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is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. The slider of Karam, II is 
capable of use with adhesive (see especially col. 9, lines 28-40). 

8. Claims 1, 16-17 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Karam, II (US Pat. No. 5381288). 

As recited in claims 1 and 16, to the extent understood, Karam, II shows a slider 16 for 
supporting at least one transducer 18, the slider comprising: a slider body having a bearing 
surface (undersurface in Fig. 5) and an opposing mounting surface (66, upper surface in Fig. 5). 

As recited in claim 16, to the extent understood, in addition to the above teachings, 
Karam, II shows adhesive control means (including 62 and 64) formed on the mounting surface 
66 of the slider body. 

As recited in claims 1 and 17, to the extent understood, in addition to the above 
teachings, Karam, II shows an adhesive control feature (including grooves 62 and 64, for 
example) formed on the mounting surface 66. 

As recited in claim 21, to the extent understood, Karam, II shows a slider body 16 
comprising a mounting surface 66 configured for attachment to an actuation device; and an 
adhesive control feature (including 62 and 64) formed on the mounting surface, wherein the 
adhesive control feature increases a surface area of the mounting surface. 

9. Claims 1-4, 16-18, 21-23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Uemura et al (US Pat. No. 5223997) (US Pat. No. 5644450). 

As recited in claims 1 and 16, to the extent understood, Uemura et al show a slider 
(including 1 and 2) for supporting at least one transducer (including 2), the slider comprising: a 
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slider body 1 having a bearing surface 3 and an opposing mounting surface (lower surface in 
Figs. 2a-2b). 

As recited in claim 16, to the extent understood, in addition to the above teachings, 
Uemura et al show adhesive control means (including 7) formed on the mounting surface of the 
slider body 

As recited in claims 1 and 17, to the extent understood, in addition to the above 
teachings, Uemura et al show an adhesive control feature (including 7) formed on the mounting 
surface. 

As recited in claim 21, to the extent understood, Uemura et al show a slider body 1 
comprising a mounting surface (lower surface in Figs. 2a-2b, for example) configured for 
attachment to an actuation device (including 5 and 6; see especially Fig. 1); and an adhesive 
control feature (including 7) formed on the mounting surface, wherein the adhesive control 
feature increases a surface area of the mounting surface. 

As recited in claims 2, 18 and 22, Uemura et al show that the adhesive control feature 7 
comprises at least one reservoir formed on the mounting surface of the slider body, each 
reservoir having a bottom surface (see upper part of 7 in Fig. 2b) and side surfaces (see side parts 
of7inFig. 2b). 

As recited in claim 3, Uemura et al show that the at least one reservoir is configured to 
receive at least a portion 9 of the deposited adhesive, thereby effectively reducing a size of the 
adhesive deposited on the slider body. 

As recited in claims 4 and 23, Uemura et al show that the at least one reservoir comprises 
an elongated channel 7 (see Fig. 3). 
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As recited in claim 26, Uemura et al show that a remaining portion (other than 9) of the 
adhesive 8 forms across a portion (right portion in Figs. 2a and 2b) of the mounting surface. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 5-6, 19 and 24-25 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Handa (US Pat. No. 5644450) shows a magnetic head slider having a pillar 130 and 
adhesive 60. Walter et al (US PAP No. 20050157425 Al) show a head gimbal assembly using 
slider and gimbal features; however, the reference was filed after Applicant's filing date. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie Anne Watko whose telephone number is (571) 272-7597. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tl 1A-5PW3P-9PTM l:30A-10PF10A-8:30PSatNoon- 
8:30P. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dwayne D. Bost (new art unit 2627) can be reached on (571) 272-7023. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 



Julie Anne Watko 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 



May 1,2006 
JAW 




